
Mon 6th
January

School open for all

Frid 14th
February

Break up for Half
Term 

Mon 24th
February

INSET Day- School
closed to all pupils
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Guided by the teachings of the Church we pray, work, celebrate, and care for
each  other and other people using the gifts we have been given by God the

Father, Son and Spirit.

Mrs Milligan and Mr Spindlow’s Message

Key Dates

Holy Mass Times at Christmas 2024
Mother of God and Guardian Angel Parish 

Tuesday 24th December - Christmas Eve 
Christmas Vigil 

5pm Christmas Vigil Mass at Guardian Angels
primary school (with carols before)

Wednesday 25th December - Christmas Day 
11am Mass at Guardian Angels primary school

Thursday 26th December – Feast of St Stephen,
Martyr

10am Mass at Mother of God and Guardian Angels
church 

As we draw the curtains on another remarkable term, I'm filled with joy
reflecting on the festive spirit that has enveloped our school community.
Our pupils have truly embraced the essence of Advent, showcasing their

talents and spreading cheer throughout our halls.

This week, Years 4, 5 and 6 lifted our spirits with their beautiful Advent carol
service, while Years 2 and 3 charmed us all with their heartwarming Nativity
performance. Our Aspens Team outdid themselves, serving up a delicious

Christmas lunch that warmed both bodies and souls.

In this final week, we were blessed to have Fr Paul lead Mass and bless our
Bambinelli. The joy continued as he surprised us today by playing drums
and leading a carol sing-along in the hall, filling the air with laughter and

music. 

Our Year 6 pupils demonstrated their hospitality skills, hosting a lovely
lunch for our parishioners, complete with angelic singing from our talented

children.

I've been thoroughly impressed by the creative Christmas scenes our
pupils have crafted as part of their RE homework. These beautiful displays
are a testament to their imagination and understanding of the season's

significance.

As we look ahead, I'm pleased to announce that Mrs Wood will be joining
our Year 2 teaching team in January. 

To our wonderful families, thank you for your boundless generosity and
warm wishes extended to our dedicated staff. Your support means the

world to us. As we step into 2025, we look forward to another year of faith,
learning, and success for our pupils, families, and staff.

May you all have a blessed Christmas and a joyous New Year filled with
love and peace.



Luke 1:39-45

Soon afterwards Mary got ready and hurried off to a town in the hill
country of Judea. She went into Zechariah's house and greeted

Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby moved within
her. Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and said in a loud voice, “You
are the most blessed of all women, and blessed is the child you will bear!
Why should this great thing happen to me, that my Lord's mother comes

to visit me? For as soon as I heard your greeting, the baby within me
jumped with gladness. How happy you are to believe that the Lord's

message to you will come true!”

This Week’s 
Gospel

Today we hear how cousins Mary and Elizabeth rejoiced when they saw each other and
how Elizabeth knew straight away that Mary’s baby was very special. 

Please utilise our Ten:Ten Pray at Home resources:
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-

home/parent-newsletter/



Other News

Christmas RE Homework
Thank you to all who have completed the Christmas RE homework. We are

overwhelmed by the creativity and your depictions of the Nativity. 
Well done to the winners in each class.

What a wonderful few weeks we have enjoyed here at Guardian Angels in the run up to
Christmas! The children and staff have worked tirelessly to produce Nativity performances
and a Carol Concert for our parents. Pupils have enjoyed workshops, a film and PJ evening,

Christmas dinner and class parties with their friends. Whilst our families and the local
community have come together for our annual Christmas fayre and to gather for mass

during the season of Advent. 
During Advent, our pupils and staff have been preparing for Jesus’ birth through prayer,

reflection and giving. We offer our most sincere thanks for your kind donations during this
time, may they help others in need and spread God’s love.

Christmas at Guardian Angels

Spring 1
As we move into our new term, we will focus our attention to the virtues of Grateful and
Generous and the Catholic Social Teaching Rights and Responsibilities. Please speak to

your child about what this means to them as an individual and also as a member of God’s
family.



Year Group

EYFS 92.0

Year 1 91.0

Year 2 87.5

Year 3 87.2

Year 4 93.7

Year 5 97.4

Year 6 85.0

This Week’s 
Attendance

Attendance Counts

Attendance Update 
Schools can fine parents for the unauthorised absence

of their child from school, where the child is of
compulsory school age. 

Guardian Angels have now had to fine 22 families
following Birmingham City Council guidelines

If issued with a penalty notice, both parents must pay
£80 within 21 days or £160 within 28 days. The

payment must be made directly to the local authority..
If the payment has not been made after 28 days, the
local authority can decide whether to prosecute the

parents.

Attendance Support
Mrs Tennant and the attendance team are

always available to offer advice and support to
help ensure your child is able to attend every day

and reach their full potential. To book an
appointment, please call the office on: 0121 747

2782

Minor sickness and school attendance

There has been a steady increase in the number of children
missing school on account of assumed illness. We need the
support of all parents and carers to tackle this trend.

Is my child well enough? 

High temperature 
If your child looks or feels shivery or is unusually cold or hot,
he or she may have a high temperature. There may be
various reasons for this. A child with a high temperature
should not be in school. However after feeling and looking
better for 24 hours, a child should be able to return to school.

Cold and cough 
A cold and a cough does not disable a child from attending
school. However children with heavy colds or persistent
coughs should stay at home. A child whose cough is
disappearing and who is feeling better should return to
school.

Rashes 
A rash could be the first sign of one of childhood’s many
illnesses, such as chicken pox or measles. The rash or spots
may cover the entire body or appear in only one area. Do not
send a child to school with an unexplained rash or skin
eruption until you have contacted NHS 111 or your GP surgery
for advice.

Minor aches and pains 
A child whose complaint is a minor headache, aches or pains
does not usually need to be kept at home. Keep the school
informed and the staff can monitor your child.

Vomiting and diarrhoea 
If vomiting occurs, your child should stay at home for 48
hours and until he or she can keep food down. A child with
diarrhoea should also be kept at home for 48 hours after the
last episode. If your child does not improve as you expect,
contact NHS 111 or your GP surgery for advice.

Common sense 
Use this when deciding whether your child needs to stay at
home. Work on the basis that an extremely sick children
belong at home and well children belong in class! 

Please remember that early morning aches often pass, so
don’t keep your child at home “just in case” when he or she
could be learning in class. For further advice, you could talk
to a member of the school staff, your local pharmacy, GP
surgery or NHS 111.



Safeguarding Tip of the Week

Safeguarding

E– Safety Tip

Should we learn more about coping with extreme weather?

Bring it on Brum.

A date for your diary! Bring it on Brum!
winter holiday clubs start on Monday

23rd December and run until Friday 3rd
January. Excludes bank holidays and

weekends. 

Bookings for our winter holiday clubs are
now OPEN! To book, go to the Bring it on

Brum! website.

https://www.bringitonbrum.co.uk/
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Have a break and God Bless,

Mrs Helen Milligan, Mr Spindlow and
all the staff at Guardian Angels

Pupils in our school are 

Intentional: Planning our actions and
choosing to live how God wants us to.

Every action we make has an impact on
other people and the world around us. We
think about the choices we make and care

for God’s creation.
Prophetic: Spreading the word of God
through how we live our lives. As we

choose to act intentionally and make
good decisions, we encourage others to

do the same. We set a good example and
try to be role models for others.

Other News

Virtues of the Half Term
Intentional and Prophetic

Birthday Celebrations

Arlo-Jay, Daisy-Leigh & Luna (EYFS) 
Joshua (Year 1) 

Freddie, Frankie & Casey (Year 4)
Mylah (Y5)

Best Wishes from your Guardian Angels Family

Weekly Prayer

God of all, fill us with joy at the coming
of your Son, as Mary and Elizabeth

were filled with joy. Help us to spread
your love by caring for all our brothers

and sisters around the world. 
Amen

Composer of the Week
Bjork

Reception Place for September 2025

 Deadline to submitted an application for a
Reception Place for September 2025 is

Wednesday 15th January 2025 

Please apply via the council that you pay
your council tax to. 

A Supplementary Information Form will also
need to be completed. Upon request - this

form can be emailed to you or your can
collect one from the school office. Please

ensure that this form is completed and
returned to the school office before the

deadline as above



Parish Cluster Christmas Masses 2024
 

Tuesday 24th December – Christmas Eve
4.30 pm: First Mass of Christmas Mass at St. Anthony’s, Kingshurst
5pm: First Mass of Christmas Mass at Guardian Angels Primary
School, Shard End
6pm: First Mass of Christmas for Children at Sacred Heart and St
Teresa’s, Coleshill
6pm: First Mass of Christmas for Children at Our Lady’s, Kitts Green
6.30 pm: First Mass of Christmas at St. Anne’s, Chelmsley Wood
8.30pm: Christmas Carols at Sacred Heart and St Teresa’s, Coleshill
9pm: Christmas Night Mass at Sacred Heart and St Teresa’s, Coleshill
9pm: Christmas Night Mass at Our Lady’s, Kitts Green

 
Wednesday 25th December – Christmas Day

9am: Mass at St John the Baptist, Smith’s Wood
9.30am: Mass at Our Lady’s, Kitts Green
10.45am: Mass at Sacred Heart and St Teresa’s, Coleshill
11 am: Mass at St. Anne’s, Chelmsley Wood
11am: Mass at Guardian Angels Primary School, Shard End

Mass Times




