
 
 

Guided by the teachings of the Church we pray, work, celebrate, and care for each other and other 

people using the gifts we have been given by God the Father, Son and Spirit. 

This half term’s Virtues are:  Faith-filled and Hopeful 

Faith-filled: 
We are faith-filled when we are living life 
as God inspires us to live it, putting the 
Gospel into action through our deeds. 

Faith gives us belief and trust in God and 
in other people. We have to build on it 

every day through prayer, being part of a 
faith community and living out the gospel 

values. Faith gives us hope. 

 Hopeful:  

We are hopeful when we are optimistic about the 
future, we trust ourselves and others, and we 
don’t give up. Our faith teaches us that God is 

hope – that Christ walks before us and gives us the 
courage to follow. Hope makes us unafraid to step 
into the unknown and face challenges. Hope can 

deepen or restore our faith. 

School will be CLOSED to the majority of pupils from 
2pm on Friday 20th March 2020 until further notice. 

Online Mass can be accessed by going to : https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/parishes-online   

There is also a Virtual Children’s Liturgy at: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5095942131288155403 

This week’s Gospel: John 9:1-41 or John 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38. Below is the shortened version. 

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been born blind.  Jesus spat on the ground and made some mud with the 
spittle; he rubbed the mud on the man's eyes and said, “Go and wash your face in the Pool of Siloam.” (This name means 
“Sent.”) So the man went, washed his face, and came back seeing. 

His neighbours, then, and the people who had seen him begging before this, asked, “Isn't this the man who used to sit and beg?” 
Some said, “He is the one,” but others said, “No he isn't; he just looks like him.” So the man himself said, “I am the man.” 

Then they took to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. The day that Jesus made the mud and cured him of his blindness 
was a Sabbath. The Pharisees, then, asked the man again how he had received his sight. He told them, “He put some mud on my 
eyes; I washed my face, and now I can see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “The man who did this cannot be from God, for he does 
not obey the Sabbath law.” Others, however, said, “How could a man who is a sinner perform such miracles as these?” And 
there was a division among them. So the Pharisees asked the man once more, “You say he cured you of your blindness — well, 
what do you say about him?” 

“He is a prophet,” the man answered. They answered, “You were born and brought up in sin — and you are trying to teach us?” 
And they expelled him from the synagogue.When Jesus heard what had happened, he found the man and asked him, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” The man answered, “Tell me who he is, sir, so that I can believe in him!” Jesus said to him, “You 
have already seen him, and he is the one who is talking with you now.”   

“I believe, Lord!” the man said, and knelt down before Jesus. 
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The majority of our children will need to stay at home from today until further notice, so we ask that you do not send your 
child into school from Monday 23rd March onwards. 

Please note that this is a national closure – as you may have heard in the news – so while it is a challenging situation, we are 
not alone. We will re-open fully as soon as we can and will let you know when this is by text message and on our school 
website.  

Whilst school is closed, we will keep in touch with you in the following ways: 

 

 The school website will be updated with any new information 

 The text message service will be used to send short messages 

 The weekly newsletter will continue with key information and notices.  This is available on our school website.  If you 
have signed up to the service, this is emailed directly to you. 

 The schools Twitter account will be updated with any new information 

Phone Calls Home 

 If you receive support from social services, you will receive phone calls from a Designated Safeguarding Lead to speak 
to you and your child twice per week and where possible a home visit will take place. 

 If your child has additional needs, whether this is a Special Educational Need or Pastoral need, you will receive phone 
calls from a member of staff in their class and/or our SENDCO Mrs Potter, to speak to you and your child twice per 
week.  

 All other pupils will receive a phone call once every two weeks, to speak to you and your child ideally this will be from a 
member of staff in their class.  

 These calls will be from the main school number or a NO CALLER ID number.  Where possible, we will strive to send a 
text to alert you to the day of call. 

 

 
What we’ll continue doing while your child is at home: 

Your child’s learning is of course important to us, so we’ll continue to help your child to learn in the following ways:  

 All pupils who were in school on Monday 16th March received a ‘Home Learning’ Pack in their school bag- if you did not 
receive this, please notify the class teacher or school office immediately 

 If your child was absent on this day, packs have been posted to your recorded home address. 

 Additional Home learning paper based activities have been given to your children yesterday.  Unfortunately, due to the 
high number of absences, these cannot be sent home for children not in school but they are available on the home 
page of our website. 

 Attached is an additional copy of the Continuation of Learning letter that you received on Monday for your information 
and it is also available on the home page of our school website 

 In addition to the tasks sent home, children now have access to a ‘Year Group Tile’ on BGFL365.  This provides links to 
resources for classes to use. 

 The school website has a wealth of resources and information such as: 
- ******Home Learning******** area 
- Knowledge organisers 
- Year group guides with full spelling lists and curriculum expectations. 
- POW projects and topic webs 
- Links to websites, suggested book lists and games 

 
 
Free School Meals 
If your child is entitled to free school meals, you will have received a letter and text message today.  If you believe that your child 
is entitled to Free School Meals and you have not received a text message, please email enquiry@grdangel.bham.sch.uk 
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Dear Parishioners, 
  
I invite you to read this letter together with the two attached statements as they outline our present liturgical and 
pastoral practice in the light of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.   These cannot cover every possible situation so I 
would ask you to exercise prudent pastoral judgement in respect of these guidelines. 
  
I ask all recipients to share this information as widely as possible.  I also clergy to make copies of this email and 
accompanying statements available for those who do not have access to them electronically and to leave them at 
the back of their churches. 
  
Each bishop has been asked to write to his own diocese and so I offer the following guidelines as a clarification of the 
national guidelines for the clergy and faithful of the Archdiocese of Birmingham. 
  
The measures outlined may seem very drastic but they are a necessary and proportional temporary response to 
protecting the most vulnerable in our society. 
  

O God, come to our aid; 
O Lord, make haste to help us! 

  
Care for Priests and Deacons 
Those who are over 70, and those with significant underlying health issues, should take particular care at this time 
not to make themselves vulnerable to any risk.  General contact with parishioners should be minimised so that the 
risk of transmission of the virus is significantly reduced. 
  
Celebrations of Holy Mass 
As of Friday 20th March, a major change is that the celebration of Mass will not be public in any setting. Can clergy 
please put a notice on their church door notifying people of this change, especially in time for this Sunday. 
  
Priests will celebrate Mass privately each day. As they do so, the church will remain closed to the public – which 
includes all parishioners. 
Mass intentions attached to these Masses will be honoured. As priests will only be required to celebrate one Mass 
each day, some Mass intentions will need to be postponed to a later date. 
  
In line with the Bishops’ Conference guidance, only priests may be present for the celebration of Mass. As even 
Deacons are not permitted to be present, I need to emphasise that nobody else may be present for the celebration 
of Mass. 
The obligation for the faithful to attend Holy Mass on Sundays and Holydays of Obligation is removed until further 
notice. 
  
Since all of the faithful will be asked to make a Spiritual Communion (rather than receiving Holy Communion) during 
this time, those confined to home who normally receive Holy Communion from Sunday Mass will also be asked to 
make a Spiritual Communion.  This will mean they will not receive Holy Communion regularly as at present.  Clergy 
may make visits to sick parishioners in accordance with the guidelines already given. Care should be taken to ensure 
social distancing of the most vulnerable is maintained, including the welfare of those who visit.  I draw priests’ 
attention to specific guidance already given on the anointing of the sick. 
  
Live- streaming of Masses is advertised on the Diocesan website (www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk) and we expect 
the number of these live-streams to grow, including at St Chad’s Cathedral in the near future.  If clergy could inform 
the Communications team at Cathedral House if they can add to the facilities already listed, that would be 
appreciated. 
  
At other times and wherever this is possible, churches should remain open for private prayer. This may include 
periods of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament but the emphasis must be on private prayer and not gathering the 
people.  I ask that there is no Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament since this constitutes a public service. 
  
Baptisms, Sacrament of Reconciliation, First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion, Confirmation, Matrimony 
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Please follow the guidelines given in the Bishops’ Conference Liturgical Advice document. 
  
Funerals 
Regrettably, while public Funeral Masses must also cease, it is recommended that on the day of a Funeral, a Mass 
without the faithful may be offered by the priest for the intentions of the deceased and the family.  This will be of 
some consolation to the family in the absence of a public Funeral Mass.  I recommend that a later Mass with the 
faithful be celebrated when restrictions are lifted. 
  
We live in difficult and unprecedented times.  I, together with my brother Archbishops of England and Wales, will be 
reviewing these guidelines regularly and taking into account best advice. I shall update you on any changes that are 
necessary.  In all we face, we know that the Lord never abandons his people. 
  
In conclusion, as a Catholic community, we must treasure the power of prayer during these days: prayer for the 
world and its needs; prayer for our country at this time of uncertainty and sickness; prayer for the families and 
communities to which we belong, not only in terms of health but also for the many concerns of livelihoods affected; 
prayer for ourselves. 
  
Merciful God, 
come to the help of your people. 
Be our shelter in this time of peril 
and strengthen the bonds of our community. 
Bring healing to all who suffer the ravages of disease 
and assist those whose skill and art can put an end to this affliction. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
Assuring you all of my prayers for you at this time and asking for your prayers for me and those who work with me 
for the good of the Archdiocese. 
  
Yours devotedly in Christ 

 
 
Bernard Longley 
Archbishop of Birmingham 
  
Archbishop's House 
8 Shadwell Street 
Birmingham B4 6EY 
Tel 0121 236 9090 
Fax 0121 212 0171 



 
 

 

Article 19 (protection from violence, abuse and neglect) 
Safeguarding tip of the week: 
Is your child worried about the current developing situation?  Child line can help visit:  

https://www.childline.org.uk/ 

 
 

This week we wished a very ‘Happy 
birthday’ to: 

 
Jacob (EYFS) 

Aubrey (Year 3) 

Juliusz (Year 5) 

Lewis (Year 6) 

 Attendance for last week 
Article 28 (right to education) 

 Well done Year 2 

EYFS 95.9% 

Year 1 99% 

Year 2 94.7% 

Year 3 96.3% 

  Year 4C 94.6% 

  Year 4B 93.8% 

Year 5 92.7% 

Year 6 93% 

Overall Total for School 95% 

Our whole school target is 97% Please ensure that your child is in school 
every day possible. 

 

This is as much as we know right now and we appreciate your continued patience with as we deal with this ever-changing 
situation. We understand that this latest news will have an impact on you and your family and it’s far from ideal, but we’ll 
continue to keep in touch with any updates as the situation develops. 

If you want to get in touch to share any concerns, please don’t hesitate to do so via emailing enquiry@grdangel.bham.sch.uk.   

We anticipate that our limited telephone lines will be extremely busy over the next few days, so please only contact the 
school office in an emergency. 

And remember: if you or your child feels ill and you want to know what to do next, please use NHS 111 online.  Thank you 
again for your continued support, and we will be in touch with more information when we can. 

 

Dates for your diary 
We will update you as soon as we have any information about return to school dates.  

In the mean time, please look after yourselves and all of the staff of Guardian Angels Catholic Primary School are 
holding you in our prayers and thoughts. 

 
 

 

God of hope, inspire us to look out into the 

world, praising and thanking you for all that is 

good, and seeking your help as we try to change 

what is not fair or right. Amen. 

 

May God’s Blessings be upon us all at the time, 

 

Helen Milligan                         Andrew Spindlow 

Head Teacher                         Deputy Head Teacher 
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